
Virgin Trains MK3 Set V the Cargo-D Set (Changeover period) 
 
On Saturday 25th July the Virgin Train liveried MK3 set made its passenger debut with 90028 at the helm. The inaugural run involved the 17:43 Euston to 
Birmingham New Street. The stock then went ecs back to Wembley via Euston to drop off catering modules. Sadly, this meant that the other MK3 set (known 
as WB65) hired in from Cargo-D operated its final day of services the previous day for Virgin Trains on the Birmingham diagram with 90026 in attendance - 
Friday 24th July. The final day of operations for WB65 + 90026 involved the following services:  
 
07:43 EUS-BNS (1G06)  
09:30 BNS-EUS (1B35) 
11:43 EUS-BNS (1G18) 
13:30 BNS-EUS (1B50) 
15:43 EUS-BNS (1G43) 
17:30 BNS-EUS (1B74) 
 
On arrival at Euston off 1B74, the hired stock went ecs to Crewe where it was 'Game Over'. However, WB65 did reappear the following two Fridays – 31st 
July and 7th August respectively for Virgin Trains. The key things to note were:  
 

1) On the 31st July, the Cargo-D set ran ecs from Crewe to Euston to work the Friday only to Preston – 18:46 departure from Euston. This was the first 
time this service had been loco-hauled since its demise back in February of 2009 due to the stock being required by Virgin on daily basis. The 90 
involved on the Preston was 90026 and this was the time in a long time that the West Coast has featured two back-to-back loco-hauled diagrams on 
the same day.  

2) On the 7th August the Cargo-D set was hired in again by Virgin to perform the 18:46 Euston to Preston. At the same time the other MK3 set (WB64) 
was out on the usual Birmingham diagram with 90019 in attendance. However, due to an earlier failed Voyager, the stock Cargo-D stock was 
deployed to working the 13:03 Euston to Birmingham (1G22), for the 14:50 return (1B58). On arrival at Euston off 1B58 (WB65 + 90035) performed 
the Preston service (which was to be its final run with Virgin). 

  
Again like the previous week (31st July), the West Coast witnessed two loco-hauled diagrams with 90s and back-to-back moves for both of stock travelling 
to/from the West Midlands.  
 
On the 27th of July 2009 (2nd day of operations for WB64), the Virgin Trains MK3 set started a new diagram. However the stock caused chaos. Firstly, on 
1G04 a door was found to have been left on the latch delaying the service by some 40 minutes resulting in the service being terminated at Birmingham 
International. On the return leg, 1B29, the DVT deconfigured between Rugby and Handslope Junction resulting in the train being caped at Milton Keynes. 
The 90 (90028) had to run round the stock at MK which caused more delays as the Up and Down Slow lines needed to be blocked to allow the shunt 
manoeuvre to take place.  



Virgin Trains Liveried MK3 Set – Key highlights 
 

   
 

82126 at platform 18 on 25/07/09 before working 
1G36  

 
Exterior view of first class 11007 at Euston on 

25/07/09 
 

82126 at New Street on 25/07/09 before going ecs to 
Euston 

Coach A Std Class Quiet Zone 

    
 

Coach D of WB64 (Disabled) 
 

90028 at Euston on 25/07/09 with WB64 on 1G36  
 

First Class carriage on WB64  
 

External view of Coach A (Quiet Zone)  



 
 

90028 stops at Rugby on 27/07/09 on 1G04 
 

90028 tops 82126 at MK with 1B29 on 27/07/09 after 
it failed  

 
Locked out of use coach which caused problems on 

1G04 27/07/09 
Side view of WB64 at MK - notice the offside CDL 

lights on  

   
 

The back of coach A at MK on 27/07/09 after the 90 
ran round 

 
82126 at New Street on 25/07/09  

before going ecs to Euston 
 

90019 at New Street on 7/08/09 working the 08:50 to 
Euston. Note two 90s were out on this day  

 
90028 at Milton Keynes with WB64 on its inaugural 

run on 25/07/09 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Hired in Cargo-D MK3 set (WB65) - Key Highlights 
 

    
 

90035 at New Street working 1B58  
on 07/08/09 with WB65  

 
90026 with the first 18:46 EUS-PRE 

 (since Feb'09) at Lichfield 
 

The inside of WB65 whilst working the  
18:46 EUS-PRE on 31/07/09 

 
90026 at Milton Keynes with  

(WB65) the final 1G06 on 24/07/09 
 

    
 

90035 arrives New Street with 1G22 on 07/08/09. 
Two passenger 90s to BNS today 

 
90026 awaits departure from Euston with 1P05 on 

31/07/09 with WB65 
 

90035 awaits departure from Euston with the FO to 
Preston on 07/08/09 - Final run for WB65 

 
90035 at Rugby with 1G22 on 07/08/09 vice 

Pendolino. This was the 2nd loco-hauled set out for 
Virgin 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


