
Class 90s 21st Birthday Celebrations 
 
Introduction:  

On Sunday 12th July 2009, the class 90s entered their 21st year of operations following the passenger debut of the fleet on July 12th 1988.  

The first 90 to work was 90003 on July 12th 1988, sadly the birthday engine was blocked in at London Liverpool Street in platform 11 as a result of 
engineering work, which meant it never worked. However, the pantograph was up, so it was ticking over nicely instead. The key movements of the day have 
been summarised below:  

Anglia:  

The party was partly interrupted by the use of a pair 321s operating between London, Stowmarket and Norwich following a farce the day before involving 
90002. But this was short lived when a fresh MK3 set appeared from Crown Point for the 18:00 ‘Up’ featuring 90005 much to my delight. The main 
movements of the day in Anglia were:   

·  90005, 90008, 90009, 90011, 90012 and 90014 worked passenger services.  
·  90043, 90046, and 90049 were stabled at Ipswich ready for the next day’s freight.  
 

Other movements:  

·  90028 found itself on standby at Euston with the MK3 Set for VWC - but it never worked a passenger service, and so went ecs back to Crewe in the 
afternoon.  

·  90036 and 90021 worked the two northbound sleepers from Wembley via the ECML and 90029 had taken two these two trains to Wembley. 90039 
worked 1M11 from Glasgow Central, again via the ECML. The inclusion of 1M16 can not be counted here due to leaving Edinburgh the next day  

·  The big question of the day refers to the deployment of 90026 to the MK3 set - did it go on the set before or after midnight!  
·  No freightliner 90s turned a wheel today.  

Featured Pictures:   

During the day a number of pictures were taken. This included all those 90s that had worked in Anglia as well the 90 on hire to Virgin Trains. The 
Freightliner fleet stabled at Ipswich also feature. Sadly those that worked via the ECML on Sleeper services including 90029 had no photo’s taken of them 
due to me roaming around in Anglia.  
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